CZECH VISION

crucial values our society should build itsfuture on

Dialog centrum, The Theatre Goose on a String and Masaryk university asked a hundred of Czech
intellectuals to provide their opinions on the foling questionWhat is our hope today? The survey was
carried out withinThe Daybreak in the Czech Republic (HAVEL CABINET) project. Ninety-two of
them gave their answers (the name list can be foetolv). To be honest, only seven replies were
received at first but, finally, the project attract attention. Nevertheless, Tomas Mozga had takthie
people addressed over and over again, even el@ves in some cases.

There is nothing easier but to think that affluendélast forever. It will not.

The society in our republic has been slowly butggaously approaching the critical point of values
decay which could, consequently, lead to the detayr society itself. In a number of branches of
knowledge, the results our students achieve hase getting worse- especially in comparison witheoth
countries.

Within the European Union we also fall behind asalthe number of people with university degrees i
concerned.

The contact with the European as well as the wsilttellectual elite has been disrupted.

It is clear that our nation lacks spiritual values.

How to solve this?

We have to support learning of world languagesi@whole population.

It is necessary to payeater attention to modern history during the second stage of primary education.
Only the talented ones, the chosen ones shoultidveed to teach. Only these teachers can expett tha
the generation they educate will be better thap #re.

Critical thinking, the ability to participate in dialogues and coment satisfactory arguments has to
be cultivated.

Social respect towards rules needs to be increased.

No lies. No bribes. No thefts. No gluttony. No envy.

We have to be proud of our country.

We have to learn how to show respect badrateful for our existence again.

We have to help the weak. We have to keep our vivehave to be modest. Straight. Fair. Polite. We
have to be able to show esteem.

We are a rather small country and that is why tieer®thing more absurd than megalomania.

Strong personalities are to take the leading roles in the nation, hos¢ of low moral values.

Disregard for others as well as disregard for #etidy of the whole is what opens the door for.evil
Another thing is important toa-eading.

Beauty has to be omnipresent, and not only the visibi on

A great and yet so far not mentioned value haefar éserving memory (based on love). What we need
most today ispirituality.

It isnecessary to find the ability to celebrate national holidays again. The state has to make sure all
shops are closed on Sundays and national holidiests-we need to change our life styles, secohdps
assistants, bakers and drivers of cars that buixigry to us should also be allowed to take a day of
Often they are mothers and fathers that are misseir families... And damily is the essential value
for each society. A family that is strongly supmakta sign of prestige but also an institution ghdrwith
specific tasks.

We need talevelop a new level of esteem, a new form of spirituality that is able to really understand
the hidden genius of life.

Freedom of thought and freedom of speech.

We have to assunfall responsibility for public affairs.

We have to refuse life that is easy but only atekgense of progeny.
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We have to learn to live our lives as servid¥s have to rgoice at the happiness of others.

Last but not least, the Czech Republic has totlaeéssue of the existence of God, whether we like it or
not. We hope that people no longer believe the ancigtih spread 20 years ago that our only and most
important “god” is the economics, not even those wtlvocated it vehemently at that time.

It is necessarto admit our failures.

At the very end we suggest thae European library should be built on the Czech land.

“...what distinguishes a small country from a big one is not the size of territory, nor the number of
inhabitants but the fact that for small nationsther history and culture is nothing they can take for
granted,” Milan Kundera wrote We should start thinking about the library as dl@wuinstitution that
could change the relation of the whole Europe smBe and the Czech Republic.

The 2f' century will be a century dhe development of knowledge. Our country is at the best way to
become one of the most important centres of educatiEurope.

How can we take our existence for granted? Howneatake the existence of a living creature that is
able to wonder for granted- on the contrary toldhsic physical laws of the universe? And how can we
take the actual existence of the universe for gdirihe existence of the inconceivable collectibn o
inconceivably weird events, objects, phenomenaraladions?

Amazement at the fact that we cannot take anytburginiverse consists of for granted is the fitgps
towards the question about the sense things hawedw all things exist, why do things exist at aNe

do not know and we shall never know. It cannotwed out that all things exist just so that we dtanm
amazement. And we might be here only because tles@s to be someone to stand in amazement. But
these contemplations cannot solve any mysteriescaleask immediately: why is it actually necessary
that anybody stands in amazement?

The important thing isot to give up.

Note: Czech vison 2009 was compiled with the use of suggestions of 9Q2pafdies. Suggestions were
provided by: Madeleine Albright, Jan Benda, StanidBernard, Jan BudaVojtech Cikrle, Vaclav
Cilek, Vaclav Cwrek, Michal Dalecky, 3i X. Dolezal, Jan Duda, Milena Flodrov4a, LakdGaluska,
Libor Grubhoffer, Jii Grygar, Lukd$ Hadrava, Tomas Halik, Eva M. Hajalé, Eva Herrmannova,
Martin Hilsky, lvan Holoubek, Michal Hoegk, Vit HrdouSek, Jan Hron, Antonin Huvar,

Karel Hviz/ala, Helena llinerova, Martin Jahn, Jeronym Jéek, Katéina Janki, Jakub Jares,

Eva Jricnd, Pavel Jungwirth, Vladimir Just, Petr Kadlecnias Kara, Erazim Kohak, Rut Kolinska,
Stanislav Komarek, Ladislava KoSikova, Josef KaualZby@k Kral, Lumir Kregi, Marta KubiSova,
Petr Langer, Zdetk LukeS, Lukas Evzen Martinec, Eva &jkaiva, Veronika Mafkova, Ivo Mathé,

lvan Medek, Katéna Melenova, Josef Michl, Petr Mikék, Meda Mladkova, Vladimir Moravek,
Ludek Niedermayer, Roman Onderka, Vlastimil Ondra, Relzly, Téana Ostapuk, Miroslav O&atka,
Jiri Pavlica, Jan Payne, Markéta Pilatova, Josef RiesBii Plocek, Petra Prochazkova,

Martin C. Putna, Martin Reiner, Blank&ihov4, Jan Sokol, Olga Sommerova, Thomas Donaldson
Sparling, Jana Stavkova, David Storchi Stransky, Katéna Seda, Jina Siklova, Marek Spalek,
Jindrich Streit, Hana &ovéa, Pavel Svanda, Rudolf $itek, Erik Tabery, Milan Uhde, Ludvik Vaculik,
Vlastimil Vesely, Zbyik Vybiral, Petr Zelenka, Ladislav Zemarri Zemanek, Miroslav Zikmund

Many thanks to all of them.

PETR OSLZLY, VLADIMIR MORAVEK, VACLAV HAVEL, JACQUES RUPNIK, JRI GRUSA,
TOMAS MOZGA
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